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Ms. Schuette - Strong College Preparatory Biology
2017-2018
I. Course Description: 
Strong College Preparatory Biology is offered to students who desire an understanding of certain basic biological concepts.  Emphasis is placed on the cellular functions of organisms, genetics, and the orderly evolution of organisms and processes in nature.  An overall view of living things, their function and the interactions that occur amongst them and their environment is presented.  

II. Course Units:
◊ Characteristics of Living Things 
◊ Ecology
◊ Bio-geochemical cycles

◊ Evolution
◊ Genetics
◊ Biochemistry 
      ◊ Cellular Biology

◊ DNA 
◊ Protein Synthesis

◊ Cellular Division
◊ Cell Transport

◊ Human Anatomy 

◊ Bio-geochemical cycles…
And more!
IV. Grading:

Grades will be based on a total point system.  For example, if you earned a total of 600 points out of a possible 700 for a quarter, your average would be 86% (600/700= 85.7). 
	Tests
	~ 70-100 pts. each
	~One or two a quarter

	Quizzes
	~ 20-50 pts. each
	~2-3 per quarter

	Labs/Activities/Projects
	~ 20 -40 pts. each
	~One or two per quarter

	Homework/Classwork
	~ 5-10 pts. each
	Multiple per quarter; they add up!


These are only estimated ranges to give you an idea of category weighting.  Any given assessment may vary.  Commonly speaking, Tests have the greatest point values, but homework is more frequent and can easily add up to the weight of a Test each quarter.  
Your grades will be posted on your PlusPortal.  This is the main method of communication home, and the onus is on the parent/student to be checking this portal frequently.  The responsibility lies with the parent/student to contact the teacher if there are concerns or questions as to the student’s progress in class.
V.  Absences:

My attendance policy follows the same guidelines outlined in the student handbook.  Absent students should see me at the beginning of class the day they return.  You will have as many days to make up the work as you were absent.  If you miss a quiz or test, you will make up the assignment the day you return.  Homework assignments are due the day you return.  Good attendance is one of the best ways to ensure success.
VI. Tests and Quizzes:

You will generally have a couple days of notice for a quiz, and several days of notice for a Unit Test.  Tests and quizzes will have a variety of formats such as multiple choice, short answer, and essays.  Important:  If you are absent on the review day before a Test, but were previously aware, you will be expected upon return to take the Test, as we do not cover any new material the day before a Test.  If you are found to be repeatedly absent surrounding test dates, you should expect to be having a discussion with me regarding why.
A study guide that I provide is routinely due the class before the test/quiz.  Make sure it is completed, as it is worth credit.  Be ready to ask questions during our review days.
VII. Assignments:
All assignments are due or will be checked at the beginning of the assigned class period, unless otherwise specified.  
-Labs/Projects:  Late labs and projects will be marked down one letter grade each day until turned in, or 10%.  If you miss a lab or project see me immediately so that we can schedule a time for you to make it up. Group projects are to be passed in or presented upon the due date regardless of missing members.  Be proactive and communicate!  This expectation must be upheld unless otherwise specified and arranged with the teacher.

-Homework/Classwork:  Homework and classwork must show that a valid effort has been made to do the work.  Late homework is not accepted and is a zero.  All late work must be in before each unit test.
IX. Classroom Expectations: 

In order to maintain the learning environment, five simple rules should be followed at all times.  

A. RESPECT – We’re a community in this classroom. Listen when others speak, wait patiently for your turn, listen to directions and follow procedure that are given to you.  Use appropriate language.
B. RESPONSIBILITY – Be on time, and prepared with your work.
C. PERSEVERANCE -  Seek answers, explore curiosity, keep trying and reach out when you need help.  You will be challenged.
D. SCHOLARSHIP -  Help yourself get the most out of learning about biology.  What can you take away about your place in this living world from this class?  We’re studying topics that relate to every day life, after all!
If you are not conducting yourself according to these expectations or otherwise in violation of student handbook policies, you will be given warnings.  Upon your third warning during class, you will be written up with an office referral and/or the relevant consequences will ensue. Also, your parents/guardians will be notified.

X.  Acceptable Use:

Please review the school’s acceptable use policies as they relate to technology.  Use of devices for computer games, social media, and other similar uses will not be tolerated. While we employ our own devices for some activities, you must not have your device out unless otherwise told to do so.  Violation of this will result in confiscation of your phone for the duration of the period.  Second or third offences may result in your device being held in the office for the remainder of the school day and potential follow up disciplinary procedures.
XII. Extra Help:

Please try to schedule a specific time for extra help.  Extra help should NOT be scheduled the day of a test, as it is “too little, too late” and not a responsible approach to your preparation.
Office hours:  EVERY Tuesday morning 7:30-8AM.
Flex block:  typically EVERY Thursday
XIII. Students with Disabilities
Support services are available for students with disabilities, including but not limited to those who need assistance with vision, hearing, and mobility. It is my pleasure to receive your inquiries confidentially, the earlier the better.
XI. Materials/Resources:

· Schuette Science:  http://schuettescience.weebly.com
· For Vocab - Quizlet.com:  Search: schuettescience and join the class ‘SCP Biology’

· ClassDojo: Track your positive and negative feedback for class activities

· Textbook (electronic)
· Google classroom – this is new to me, and we may explore it as a tool to help us!
· 3-Ring binder – BRING EACH DAY
· multiple divider sections:  Unit 1, Unit 2, Unit 3, Unit 4, 

· the last section is loose paper at the back
· Pen or pencil, a pack of colored pencils (24 pack preferred)
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Cut along the dashes, please.

I have read the enclosed information regarding Ms. Schuette’s Strong College Preparatory Biology class and I understand the expectations that Ms. Schuette has set forth.  I will uphold these policies with respect, diligence and responsibility. 
My parents and I have done the following:  (check them off)

· Setup my binder with the sections indicated above
· Joined Ms. Schuette’s class in Quizlet

· Watched the “Schuette Science Tutorial” video on schuettescience.weebly.com

· Signed up for Class Dojo
STUDENT SIGNATURE: _______________________________________Date_____

Please print your name:    ___________________________________________
PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE: _____________________________ Date_____
Please print your name:    ____________________________________________
